ENTERTAINMEN

The Main Arena will be lit up in a dazzling display of colour each night with
Ekka NITES.

This year’s theme of NEON NITES will see Ekka-goers become part of the
performance with incredible interactive light displays before being awed by e
incredible feats and majestic animals. rs

The NEON NITES program, which invokes an atmosphere of nostalgia,
ranges from the jaw-dropping to the awe-inspiring with highlights to

include:

B Country Music sensation Tania Kernaghan.
®  And much morel!
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B The old-fashioned Human Cannon Ball /
B Cobb & Co procession — celebrating the 100-year anniversary of the R, A

stage coach that connected the old world with mail and supplies

EkkaNITES Program - 6.30pm to 8pm *

NIGHT-T

Welcome from farmer girl Sammie
National Anthem by Tania Kernaghan

Horse Shoe Shuffle - A Musical Ride presented by Dave
Manchon and Tania Kernaghan

Human Cannonball, Warren Brophy
Dance Cam presented by TINA, the Tina Turner Musical
Cobb & Co 100 Years — A Vision Muster

Xtreme Motor Madness: Hovercrafts, Monster Truck,
Trackskill’s Precision V8 Utes & Aussie FMX ‘Riders of the
Night’

Neon NITES Fireworks Spectacular

Meet the EkkaNITES Stars, under the stars
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Trackskill Precision V8 Utes

The Precision Driving Team has always been an Ekka crowd favourite and
this year we pay tribute to the drivers with a skilful display and drive down
memory lane.

Former Ekka Councillor and rally car driver Lloyd Robertson formed
the team at the Brisbane Showgrounds for the 1969 Ekka and after 40
successful years, the team disbanded in 2006 with Lloyd retiring.

Re-enacting the iconic Precision Driving Team, four V8s, two Holden and
two Ford, will hit the main arena, performing the awe-inspiring driving
manoeuvres that were performed by the original team years ago. This
includes nose-to-nose driving, handbrake flicks, spins and slides with a
time trial challenge between Holden and Ford as the finale.

Taking to the steering wheels behind the powerful engines are some of
Australia’s leading V8 drivers — Gary Baxter, Michael Baxter, Tim Ramages
and Graham Edwards.

As Ekka celebrates the nostalgic traditions of 145 Shows, we are excited
to bring precision driving back to where it all began — this is one show to
sure stir up childhood memories of the Ekka.

GARY BAXTER

Gary is one of Australia’s leading drivers and has been competing in
various classes for more than 20 years. He's a two-time Australian ROH
Wheels Commodore Cup Champion, having taken out the series in

both 1995 and 1996. Gary stunt drives regularly in movies and television
commercials, with his resume including Ricky Stanicky starring Zac Efron,
Wolf Creek TV (series 1 and 2) and Storm Boy.

TIM RAMAGES

Tim is a professional performance driver and trainer who has worked on
movies including Mortal Kombat. He started his career in Gravel Rally
(Australian Rally Championship) at a state and national level in the early
1990s, moving onto driftihng and competing in the Tarmac Rally. Tim has
won many races in the Tarmac Rally and has taken out multiple top five
stage times in Gravel Rally.

GRAHAM EDWARDS

Hailing from Townsville, North Queensland, Graham brings with him
experience in the V8 Brute Ute series and Trackskill V8 Utes. Having cut
his teeth in go karting, with multiple titles from Queensland and across
Australia, he now focuses on his role as Lead Instructor for Drift School
Australia and instructor for Race X.

MICHAEL BAXTER

Fresh from performing at the Darwin Show, Michael will perform for the first
time at the Ekka. He has been performing with the Trackskill team since
2021 and looks to take over the lead reins from his father, Gary one day.
Michael is a star in a go kart but loves the big V8 power.
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ONE NIGHT
ONLY!

Singles Mingle Monday (18+ event)

WHEN: 8.30pm August 12

WHERE: XXXX Stockmen’s Bar and Girill
Love is in the air once again at the Ekka. For those looking to find

their sweetheart, rejoice as the Singles Mingle Monday event has

returned! From cowboys galloping in from the outback to city

slickers ready to mingle, all are welcome to see if sparks fly this Ekka.
There will be speed dating facilitated by professional Queensland match
makers Social Mingle, bush dancing and live country music by the

Smashing Bumpkins, as well as games and prizes. Don’t miss your
chance to meet that special someone at Singles Mingle Monday at the
Ekka.

Drag Queen Bingo (18+ event)
WHEN: 8:30pm-11pm August 15
WHERE: XXXX Stockmen's Bar and Girill

This year's Drag Queen Bingo combines fabulous, over-the-top fun with
your favourite songs. For one night only, frock up with showgirl Vollie

7 LaVont who will treat Ekka guests to a range of performances, glamorous
E/‘kas Stan'd-up Co"wdy Gata fashions, and a whole lot of lip-syncing fun. Expect feather boas, high hair,
prwsented by Slt Down COIMdy Ctub glitter and heels at this one-of-a-kind show, which will see the audience

in hysterics. Party on with Vollie and her Queens at a b|ngo game to
(18+ event) remember. A
WHEN: 8:30pm August 11 AN ™
WHERE: XXXX Stockmen's Bar and Girill

Fresh from solo shows at Adelaide Fringe Festival, Lindsay Webb hosts
the Ekka's Stand-up Comedy Gala. Webb will be handing the mic to
stand-up comics delivering snappy one-liners to hilarious stories and funny
home truths. For one night only, comedians Rachael Hornbuckle, Michael
Cho, Mandy Nolan and Mick Meredith will have you in hysterics, thanks

to The Sit Down Comedy Club, the largest comedy provider of its kind in
Australia.
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